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Danie! G. Peanington, Chairman ' S
Rober: Frazes, Vice Chairman

California Integrared Waste Management Board

8300 Cal Caater Drive

Sacrameanro, California 95826

Dear Chairman Peaningron and Vice Chairman Frazes:

This lecter is intended as a follow up and update to CDFA's lemer dated February 20, 1997. As
you are aware, we undertook to look at thres arezs identdfied by our murual starfs: poteadal
regulatory overiap, conceras regarding heaith and sarery, and any gars exisung with the sciex
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Ash:

Potendal reguiatory overiap: It is CDFA’s roie to defne a “beneficial agricuirura: use.” CDFA
already rezuiates ash in the form of wood fly asa as a feriizing matezial (Food and Agmcuinural
Code Secdon 14512). Absear further reguiarory or sizrutory deveiopment, o other acZvites or

matesials wouid be considersd beaerdcial uses for agricuiture. Where its proposed use is as a
. nerdicide, these uses should be cleared with the Depararent of Pestcide Reguiaton.

Concerns regarding health and safety. CDFA has and. as an on-going procsss, will continue
1o review exposure effects to workers, animals, and consumers.  Since, this matezial wiil be
use< as a feruiizing marerial (Food and Agricuitural Code Secdon 14323) ir will be subjected ©
the on-going misk assessmext whic is being conduczed for heavy merais as identified by
Proposition 62. In addition. it must mes: minimum laceling requirements as identiZied o Tide 2,
California Cede of Reguiadons. Secdons 2300 through 2326, Likewise, it may not excesd Hmits
deZned in those seczons for prescrived consdmests.

Gaps existing in the science. CDFA beiieves this can be addressed through the procsss in pilace
for aditional fertiizing marezais.

General Regulatory Framewaoric:

Tae Food and Agmculturai Code conins intent language wwiick srovides forn promotng the
disipution of effecdve and safe ferdlizing maretiais essezdal for-the producdon of food and
fber, providing for assurance to the censumer of commercial ferdlizers, agricuitural minemals,
packaged soil amendments, and auxiliary soii and pianr substancss thar the product purchased is
properiy ideadfied, and providing assurancs of the validicy of e quaiiry and quanury
recreseated by the manufacturer of these producs.
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CDFA has be=n eaforcing this Code section since its inception. Therefore, as a generic
framework for future materials, CDF A beiieves that when a recycled material is being proposed
for use in agricuiture, the existung Food and Agriculture Codes and reguiatons be used as the
rerminant for beneficial agricultural use. If the manufacturers of the recvcied marterials want to
expand uses into agriculture beyond what currendy exists in stamure, they may address their issues

with CDFA. This should preciude problems of regulatory overiap and allow for the appropriate
regulation of agricultural actvites by CDFA.

We look forward to the continued joint efforts by our respecive Departments. Again. I would
ike to commend the efforts of Elliot Bleck and Ralph Chandler of your staff. Please don’t
hesitate to call upon us if our input would be helpful to your deliberatons.

Al YaL:s
Uncersecremary

cz: V. Paul Reiis,ABoard Member, CTWVIB
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